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Set up:

1. Planning in The Netherlands
2. Defining issues of planning
3. The end of Utopia
4. The Nine Cells Model
5. The specifics of time and place: concepts and identity



Planning in The Netherlands
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Beijing Urban Region

北京的城市区域
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King County
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Groningen
格罗宁根
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› Planning in The Netherlands:

• Safety first

• Orderly

• Neatness

• Thoroughly

• Control

and…

• Pragmatic
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Defining issues of planning
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Meso
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› Planning in The Netherlands

How it once was:

• We plan everything

• We measure everything

• Therefore we know everything

• To control everything!

However…
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The End of Utopia
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The Nine Cells Model
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The specifics of 
time and place: 
Concepts and 
identity
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Past

Generic Specific

Future
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Technical
rationality

Communicative
rationality

Parts Whole Context

Simple              Complex          Highly complex

Reductionism Holism Expansionism
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Thank you for your attention
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