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The Netherlands: 
A planners paradise or too good to be true?

Gert de Roo
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A Comparison
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Randstad
8.287 km2

8 million

Netherlands
40.000 km2

17 million
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Beijing Urban Region

北京的城市区域

Beijing
4.144 km2

Beijing Urban 
Region
16.410 km2

21 million
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Seattle
King County

Washington state
USA

5480 km2

2.2 million
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Tokyo
2188 km2

Tokyo
Metropolitan 
Area
13.570 km2

38 million
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Newcastle: 114 km2, 300.000 inhabitants

Groningen: 84 km²,  200.000 inhabitants
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Planning 
in The Netherlands





Groningen
格罗宁根
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.politicsonline.com/blog/images/2006/al%2520gore.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.politicsonline.com/blog/archives/2006/01/gore_attracts_b.php&h=450&w=300&sz=20&hl=en&start=2&um=1&usg=__gUmqh3n2MAWoRSC7lHv-0rd_4jc=&tbnid=ijeA6F6o7aa40M:&tbnh=127&tbnw=85&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dal%2Bgore%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den
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God created the world, 
but the Dutch created the Netherlands

François-Marie Arouet
Voltaire

1694-1778
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› Planning in The Netherlands:

• Safety first

• Orderly

• Neatness

• Thoroughly

• Control

and…

• Pragmatic
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http://www.straatbeeldvannijmegen.nl/fotos/g/Goffertpark - Bomen Goffertpark in sneeuw_D001.jpg
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The Institutional Side to 
Dutch Planning
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National level: Ministers National Assembly
Ministries
Departments & agencies

Provincial level: Deputies Provincial Assembly
12 Departments

Municipal level: Aldermen Municipal Assembly
380 Departments

Water Boards ‘Dijkgraaf’ / Dike count Administrative Board 
21
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National level

Provincial level

Municipal level

National level

Provincial level

Municipal level

1. Decenteralisation
2. From a coordinative top down structure to a structure of independent governmental layers  

Institutional structure of spatial planning in the Netherlands

From: To:
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Implementing
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The Green Heart of the Randstad,  Netherlands

Amsterdam

Utrecht

The Hague

Rotterdam
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Delta Plan: national defense against sea water 
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National Nature Network – Natura 2000



› Planning in The Netherlands

How it once was:

• We plan everything

• We measure everything

• Therefore we know everything

• To control everything!

However…
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The End of Utopia



22-4-2021 | 40



22-4-2021 | 41



22-4-2021 | 42



22-4-2021 | 43



22-4-2021 | 44



22-4-2021 | 45



22-4-2021 | 46

Alternative Kinds of 
Planning
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Ruimte voor de Rivier – project
Space for the River - project
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Oosterwold
Self-governance
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Oosterwold
Self-governance
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Thank you for your attention


