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A comparison
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Randstad
8.287 km2

8 million

Netherlands
40.000 km2

17 million
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Beijing
4.144 km2
Beijing Urban

Region
16.410 km2

21 million
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Seattle
King County
Washington state
USA
5480 km2

2.2 million
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Tokyo
2188 km2

Tokyo
Metropolitan
Area

13.570 km2

38 million




_‘ Newcastle: 114 km?, 300.000
\ (R Groningen: 83.75 km2, 200.000
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Planning
in The Netherlands
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Groningen
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God created the world,
but the Dutch created the Netherlands

Francois-Marie Arouet
Voltaire

1694-1778
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WALTER CHRISTALLER
1893-1969
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> Planning in The Netherlands:
« Safety first

Orderly
Neatness

Thoroughly
Control

and...

Pragmatic
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http://www.straatbeeldvannijmegen.nl/fotos/g/Goffertpark - Bomen Goffertpark in sneeuw_D001.jpg
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The insitutional side to
planning
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National level:

Provincial level:
12

Municipal level:
380

Water Boards
21

Ministers
Ministries

Departments & agencies

Deputies
Departments

Aldermen
Departments

‘Dijkgraaf’ / Dike count

National Assembly

Provincial Assembly

Municipal Assembly

Administrative Board
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Institutional structure of spatial planning in the Netherlands

From: To:

A
v

National level

National level

A
v

l o Provincial level
Provincial level

A
v

l Municipal level

Municipal level

1. Decenteralisation
2. From a coordinative top down structure to a structure of independent governmental layers
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Implemening
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Delta Plan: national defense against sea water

T

Haringvlietdam
1957-1970

Noordzee

Br?;gzlfalr;g]am\‘ integrale Volkerakdam
Deltaberging 1958-1969

Philipsdam
1977-1987

Grevelingen-

Oosterschelde- dam 1958-1965

kering 1978-1986 T'
Veersegatdam 1958-1961 ./ /

noodberging

o Volkerak-
1963-1965 Zoommeer
Zandkreekdam
1957-1960
Oesterdam
_ 1980-1986
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> Planning in The Netherlands
How it once was:
« We plan everything
« We measure everything
« Therefore we know everything
« To control everything!
However...
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The End of Utopia
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Alternative kinds of
planning




Ruimte voor de Rivier — project
Space for the River - project
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Oosterwold
Self-governance
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Oosterwold
Self-governance
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The specifics of
time and place:
Concepts and
identity
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Thank you for your attention




